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several grammatical references, particularly to Pro- 
fessor Gildersleeve's Syntax of Classical Greek. 
The abridgment of many notes consists in the omis- 
sion of citations and remarks that were of little or 
no value to undergraduates. Herein good service 
has been done. Many of the notes, of course, have 
been left unchanged, while certain others have been 
rendered superfluous by the vocabulary. Altogether 
twenty-three pages have been gained and yet the 
commentary remains entirely adequate for col- 
legiate work. The notes on the added selections 
are still briefer, perhaps too meager, especially if 
these portions are to be used for sight or private 
reading. 

Several improvements in text have been intro- 
duced. The spelling, in particular, has been re- 
vised, "partly on the authority of inscriptions and 
partly as the result of further study of the manu- 
scripts and of the ancient grammarians". Elision 
has been more freely employed. The use of quo- 
tation marks will, as the reviser hopes, undoubtedly 
"prove a reasonable convenience to the learner". 

The typography and general appearance of the 
book are excellent and the proof-reading has been 
done with great accuracy. Why is iironeif>e6yri , Apol- 
ogy, Chapter XXV, given in this and other stand- 
ard editions as a pluperfect? Of several texts ex- 
amined only the Oxford has the correct form. 

There is an appendix containing a brief treat- 
ment of manuscripts and editions and a table of 
deviations from the text of Professor Dyer and of 
German editors. The indexes, Greek and English, 
have been prepared by Miss Elizabeth Seymour. 

We are fortunate in having this revision by such 
a distinguished scholar, so that its accuracy and 
general excellence are assured. From the brief 
preface, written by Professor J. W. White, we learn 
that the book was practically finished and nearly all 
in type before Professor Seymour's Death. 
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Caesaris commentarii rerum in Gallia gestarum VII ; 
A. Hirtii commentarius VIII. Fur den Schul- 
gebrauch, herausgegeben von H. Meusel. Mit 
einem Anhange : Das Romische Kriegswesen zu 
Caesar's Zeit, von R. Schneider. 2 Auflage. 
Berlin: W. Weber (1908). Pp. XV + 284; 
illustrated. Mk. 1. 60. 
The second edition of Meusel's school text of the 
Gallic War follows the first after an interval of 
fourteen years. During that time there has been 
considerable work upon the text of Caesar and the 
important Oxford text has appeared. Meusel has 
taken account of everything that has been done and 
this edition differs from the previous one in many — 
chiefly minor — points. Most important at first ap- 
pearance is the evident Americanization of the book. 
The type is very much larger, the text has been 
broken into paragraphs, and also in the matter of 



titles to the books Professor Kelsey's investigations 
have been largely approved. All the Indirect Dis- 
course has been printed in italics. A number of 
short interpolations as Meusel conceived them were 
bracketed in the earlier text ; these have been omitted 
entirely in the present edition. The result is a 
much more open page, a text much less disfigured 
by critical signs and a much larger book. 

So far as the text itself is concerned, it is much 
•more radical in the matter of the acceptance of con- 
jectures than the previous one and even where no 
conjectures are accepted there are many places where 
the reading of a has been discarded in favor of that 
of /S , and the reverse. Just what has induced Meusel 
to prefer the reading of one class of Mss. over that 
of the other is, of course, not indicated in a book 
intended for school use. Professor Meusel prom- 
ises to give his reasons for all his changes in an 
early issue of the Jahresber. d. phil. Vereins. 

The appendix contains a treatise on the Roman 
Art of War, by Schneider, and a table of changes 
in this edition as compared with the first. 

Professor Meusel's Caesar has since its appearance 
been regarded as the standard text in this country. 
In my opinion it is inferior to the Oxford text, 
but the most of us still prefer to follow German 
rather than English criticism. In its present form 
it is likely to retain its hold upon the esteem of 
scholars in general and unless the practice of Ameri- 
can editors changes we may expect in the near 
future to find most of our American texts changed 
to accord with this new edition and the appropriate 
boast to that effect made in the prefaces. Profes- 
sor Kelsey is almost the only American scholar who 
has shown an inclination to work independently on 
the text of Caesar, a text with regard to which 
Meusel says, "Immerhin bleibt auch jetzt noch 
manches zu thun". G. L. 



sunnARiEs 

An interesting article on the history of the cat, 
by Otto Keller, appears in the Roemische Mitteil- 
ungen 23. 40-70. The author discusses the cat from 
the philological and archaeological points of view, 
presenting the occurrences of the word for cat in 
the Greek and Latin languages, and giving illustra- 
tions of the beast taken from coins, sculpture and 
painting. The results of his investigation he con- 
veniently summarizes under nine heads. 

The first stage in this history is the taming of 
the Nubian yellow cat by the Aethiopians in pre- 
historic times. Then, introduced from Aethiopia, the 
sacred cat appears in Egypt first about the year 2000 
before Christ. It was dedicated to the goddess 
Bast, to whom previously a lioness had been sacred, 
but lionesses were difficult to hold in captivity and, 
therefore, this type of yellow cat was accepted as 
the most satisfactory substitute. 



